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inents modelled on foreign lines were inefficient. Therefore, in spite
of the inherent bravery of the Kussian righting man, military victo-
ries "were achieved at the price of heavy losses.

Though certain modifications had been introduced the state system
remained essentially what it had been since the 16th century. The
prikazi (government offices) system of administration headed by the
boyar durna was a slow-working machine; the waywodes in the towns
ruined the population by their extortions; chaos reigned in the fisc;
taxation arrears piled up year by year; there were no schools, and
few literate people in the country.

The low state of industrial development, state administration,
army organization and the level of culture represented a serious menace
to the country's security. This state of affairs served as a bait to Euro-
pean neighbours seeking aggrandizement at the expense of Eussiaii
lands.

Tsar Alesei Mikhailovich had endeavoured to strengthen Russia's
western borders and overcome the Baltic blockade, but he died before
he was able to bring his plans to fruition. Nor were the administrative
reforms inaugurated by him fully implemented.

After his death the feuds and quarrels among the factious boyars
and nobles over possession of the. power, land and peasants, broke
out with even greater force. The throne was especially furiously contest-
ed by the boyar families of Miloslavski and Naryshkin.

Tsar Fyodor Alexeyevich. Tsar Alexei Mikhailovich had mar-
ried twice. By his first wife, a Miloslavski, he had several daughters,
the eldest of whom was Sophia, and two sons, named Fyodor and Ivan,.
Shortly before his death Tsar Alexei married Natalia Kirillovna, daugh-
ter of the nobleman Naryshkin. She had been brought up in the family
of the boyar Artamon Matveyev, a favourite of the tsar and an advo-
cate of closer ties with western culture. Matvey^ev had furnished his
home in, the European style, and he even, maintained a troupe of foreign
actors. In 1672 Tsaritsa Natalia gave birth to a son, Peter. After the
death of Alexei Mikhailovich, his eldest son, Fyodor (1676-1682),
a sickly, weak-willed boy of fourteen, ascended the throne. The Na-
ryshkins, who had become influential during Alexei Mikhailovich\s
last years thanks to their kinship with the t&a-ritsa, were dismissed
after Fyodor's accession, and replaced by the Miloslavskis, relatives
of Tsar Fyodor. The tsar was surrounded by an intimate circle of
boyars and noblemen who realized the need for changes in the organi-
zation of the state.

A commission, of elected nobles was set up in, Moscow to improve
the organization of the army on the basis of military experience,
The commission proposed the abolition of the ancient system of pre-
cedence, which, owing to the advancement of a large number of people
of inferior lineage to posts of importance, had practically lost its erst-